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King Probers: 
Conspiracy 
Not Proved 

, -WASHINGTON (AP) — After a two-year 
investigation, the House assassinations 
committee found strong suggestions of a 
conspiracy in the death of civil rights lead- 
ed Martin Luther King Jr., but no clear 
proof anyone other than James Earl Ray 
was involved. 

The panel completed a month of public 
■ . hearings on the assassination Friday and 
/"Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, committee 
chairman, said he believes the inquiry 
found “the outline of a conspiracy.” 

| But he said, “I’m not sure we proved 
conclusively that there was a conspiracy.” 

v The next step calls for committee mem- 
bers to reach detailed conclusions on the 
investigation in which the staff conducted 
2,686 interviews, traveled to dozens of 
cities in the United States and abroad and 
issued 260 subpeonas. 

A final report will cover the King assas- 
sination and the shooting of the late Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy, whose slaying was 
also investigated by the committee. The 
report is expected next year. 

: ; Committee counsel G. Robert Blakey has 
Said it is likely that one or both of James 
Earl Ray’s brothers, John and Jerry, 
played some part in planning or carrying 
out King’s assassination on April 4, 1968, 
outside a Memphis motel. 

James Earl Ray is serving a 99-year pris- 
on term for the assassination. He pleaded 
guilty to the killing in 1969, but recanted 
in a confession shortly thereafter and now 
claims he was an unwitting participant in 
a conspiracy. 

Much of yesterday’s final hearing was 
devoted to bitter sparring between Stokes 
and Ray’s lawye r Lezar. Vt>- (rfVArtfc 
Lezar accused Stokes of seeking to “rail- 
road” his client and of denying him legal 
rights normally afforded witnesses in an 
investigative hearing. 

Stokes threatened repeatedly to hold Le 
zar in contempt or have him removed 
from the committee room. 

“This is sickening,” Lezar said to Stokes 
“You have not let me get a word in 
edgewise.” 

“You are a disgrace,” replied Stokes. 
Lezar shot back, “I will ask you to recess 
and step outside and make that statement 
where you do not have congressional im- 
munity.” 

Stokes later withdrew his characteriza- 
tion of Lezar, but the legal disagreements 
between the two continued. 


